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News & Headlines

Marijuana use during pregnancy is associated

with 2.3 times greater risk of stillbirth. (10)

Infants exposed to marijuana in utero were more

likely to have lower birth weight, and more likely

to be placed in the neonatal ICU.  (11)

Marijuana use is associated with physical

violence and the risk of violence was higher

among heavier users of marijuana.  (12)

Those who were exposed to marijuana in the

womb...had elevated psychopathology, problems

with depression and anxiety, as well as ADHD...

and lower birth weight. (13) 

In the US, 1 in 25 pregnant women report using

marijuana. (14)

A breastfeeding baby can absorb as much as 

Marijuana smoke contains 50%-70% more

cancer-causing substances than tobacco

smoke. A single marijuana joint could cause as

much damage to the lungs as 

         8 xs more THC than its mother. (12)

         up to 5 regular cigarettes. (15)

People who use marijuana on a daily basis were

3xs & those who used high potency marijuana

were 5xs more likely to be diagnosed with

psychosis compared with people who never

used the drug. (4)

There are over 20,000 peer-reviewed research

articles linking marijuana use to severe mental

health outcomes, as well as consequences for

physical health. (5)

In 2014, people who had cannabis use disorder

accounted for 11% of all the psychosis cases in

the ER, (90,000 cases, 250 a day; triple the

number in 2006). (6)

47.4% of patients with cannabis-induced

psychosis converted to either schizophrenia or

bipolar disorder. (7)

A federal survey of more than 9,000 cases,

found that marijuana use was associated with a

doubling of domestic violence in the U.S. A. (16)
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ADDICTION POTENCY

THC is the chemical in marijuana that

produces the high.
1960s & 1970s THC level = 1% - 3%

1980s & 2000s THC level =  1% - 5%

Today's THC level = 14% - 35% (dry form)

                                                  = 35% - 99% (vape form)

MENTAL ILLNESS

Marijuana has been found to be involved in as

much as 50% of cases of psychosis,

schizophrenia, and schizophrenic episodes. (3)

Of 23 (states where marijuana is legal), 78% had

a statistically significant acceleration of opioid

death rates after legalization. (8)

PARENTAL USE

Children whose mothers used marijuana during

pregnancy were 50% more likely to be

diagnosed with autism. (1)

Marijuana is the #1 substance involved in

deaths from child abuse and neglect in the

states that track the substances linked to child

abuse. (9)

Psychiatric Times

1 in 6 children hospitalized for lung inflammation

test positive for marijuana exposure (2)
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https://doi.org/10.1038/s41591-020-1002-5

https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/Pages/Colorado-Study-Finds-One-in-Six-Children-

Hospitalized-for-Lung-Inflammation-Positive-for-Marijuana-Exposure.aspx

https://www.psychiatryadvisor.com/home/topics/addiction/cannabis-use-disorder/cannabis-induced-psychosis-in-

teenagers-and-young-adults-risk-factors-detection-management/2/

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(19)30048-3/fulltext

Smart Approaches to Marijuana (SAM). (2020). Lessons Learned from State Marijuana Legalization. Retrieved March

25, 2021, from https://learnaboutsam.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020-Impact-Report1.pdf.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6913867/

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29179576/

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/19007393v2.full.pdf

https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/About_DFPS/Reports_and_Presentations/PEI/documents/2019/2019-03-

01_FY2018_Child_Fatality_and_Near_Fatality_Annual_Report.pdf

https://www.nichd.nih.gov/newsroom/releases/121113-stillbirth-drug-use

https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/bmjopen/6/4/e009986.full.pdf

https://www.legalnotsafe.ca/oummouel3to2up5u83n7rgk4cordby

https://www.futurity.org/marijuana-during-pregnancy-2445932/

https://www.drugabuse.gov/news-events/news-releases/2019/06/study-finds-increased-cannabis-use-during-

pregnancy

https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2014/mar/06/michael-cerullo/ri-psychotherapist-says-marijuana-contains-50-

70-p/

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6461328/
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Smart Approaches to Marijuana

www.maine.gov/dhhs/samhs
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